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CS Professional Advisory Board Meeting
Date: 10:00am-12:00noon, Friday, May 8, 2009 Location: ET 206

Tentative Agenda

Welcome and Introduction
e Welcome by Dr. Gerard Voland, Dean of College of ETCS
e Presided by Prof. Robert Sedlmeyer, Associate Chair of the Department of CS
Department Brief Report
CAC-ABET Re-Accreditation
e Self-Study
e CAC-ABET visit
Curriculum Developments
e Undergraduate Program
e Graduate Program (Prof. Beomjin Kim, Director of the Graduate Program)
e New Program Proposal in Software Engineering
Relationship with Local Industry
e Surveys
Sponsored Senior Design Projects
Co-op, Internships, etc.
Outreach Programs
Opportunities for Joint Projects
Training
e Other issues
Open Discussion
Other topics
Lunch

2101 E. CoLiseum BLVD. ® FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46805-1499 « www.CS.IPFW.EDU



Department Meeting Minutes
IPFW Computer Science
May 8, 2009
10:00am to 12:00 noon—- ET 206

PAB Member Present: Clifford Clarke, Kay Williams, Mike Altendorf, Tom Gidley, Tim
Williams, Steven L. Gilliom, Ron Double, Timothy Loos, Vicki Thompson, John Sampson,
Steve Franks, Dave Walker, Benjamin Young,.

PAB Member Absent: S. Robinson (excused), J. Haley (excused), J. Byrd (excused), C
Zumbrun (excused), R. Peters, E. Beaubien (excused), D. Snyder (excused), D. Michael
(excused), D. Kushner, S. Braun, M. Darrigan

CS Professors Present: P. Ng, R. Sedimeyer, B. Kim, D. Liu, J. Tanik, M. Temte, J. Y00,
Non-CS Faculty Present: G. Voland

Guest Speaker: G. Voland, Dean of College Engineering, Technology, and Computer Science

0. Call for Order
e Presided by Prof. Robert Sedlmeyer, Associate Chair

9. Welcome and Introduction
e Welcome by Dr. Gerard Voland, Dean of College of ETCS
0 Addressed the importance role of the Professional Advisory Board.
10. Department Brief Report
e Included a discussion of the growth of the actual number of CS students recently
with aspirations to increase both male and female representation at IPDW among
other suggestions, despite overall decline nationwide
11. CAC-ABET Re-Accreditation
e Self-Study
= R. Sedlmeyer indicated that the Self-study process is vital and time-
consuming process in progress to meet the needs of industry, in order to
ensure that quality students are produced to meet demand
= R. Sedimeyer and P. Ng indicated that the CS department is always open
to industry needs and will try to address them, in order of strategic and
pragmatic priority, as dictated by many factors including available and
expected resources over time
e The advisory board members were in their enthusiasm to provide
support letters that can populate the website
e P. Ngemphasized CS is a growing department that is ready to take
on new demands from industry and is open to recommendations
anytime
e CAC-ABET visit
¢ Due to this visit, there were some reservations expressed by R. Sedlmeyer
in trying to meet all industry demands at once, considering the time
consuming nature of the current workload of the faculty
e All the companies were concerned that the current website is not updated.



e Certain PAB members expressed concern that their needs may not be met,
especially if the department was unable to update their website, even if the
companies provided material support

e C. Clarke indicated his interest in having the CS department
address “real-world™ time table, allowing students to tackle
projects that rise and fall outside the regular semesters

o0 R. Sedlmeyer indicated that aperiodic projects may not be
possible with the current structure of the courses

= C. Clark countered that seemed to not meet
industry needs requiring agility in the recruitment
process for emerging market needs in competitive
industry

= C. Clark was happy about the remark given by U.
John Tanik that an agile organization is being
developed at IPFW to address these concerns for
rapid team building outside the classroom to
address aperiodic industry needs and generate new
opportunity among emerging technology ventures

e Vicki Thompson’s requested process improvement for her
company, but R. SedImeyer indicated that may be unattainable at
present

e Vicki Thompson expressed concern that many of the demands to be
met by department may not be realized, if the CS website itself will
pose a problem

o J. Tanik indicated that the website improvement process is
not a problem, and can be scheduled for summer
improvement, as students are trained in webdesign and
maintenance to gain experience while supporting faculty
working diligently on time-consuming tasks of teaching,
research, and service concerns, as indicated by R.
Sedimeyer.
12. Curriculum Developments
e Undergraduate Program

¢ R. Sedlmeyer indicated that CS 360 and CS 460 is the senior design

capstone course that is always looking to serve sponsors
e Graduate Program (Prof. Beomjin Kim, Director of the Graduate Program)
e New Program Proposal in Software Engineering

¢ P. Ng indicated that an MS in Software Engineering Proposal is expected
in Fall 2009 and that company feedback is essential to providing the best
quality possible to satisfy current and forecasted industry needs

13. Relationship with Local Industry
e Surveys

e [t was suggested that surveys may not be as effective, depending on the
methodology used.

e Sponsored Senior Design Projects

¢ R. Sedlmeyer and P. Ng inviting all to participate in endeavors that
promoted interaction between students and industry, facilitated by IPFW
CS department



Co-op, Internships, etc.
= P.Ngintroduced J. Tanik as a new faculty member who can help address
the needs of industry in requirements engineering and architecture, as a
way to bridge the gap between industry needs and student implementation
and job placement
e J. Tanik briefly introduced himself and answered that various
methodologies and toolsets are being made available to train
students to enable this process
Outreach Programs
e In progress
Opportunities for Joint Projects
e [t was indicated that joint projects are promoted with invitations of
sponsorship where appropriate
Training
e It was indicated that various training seminars would be provided.
e Other issues
14. Open Discussion
e P. Ng emphasized that the CS department is ready to grow with continuous
industry feedback and is open to suggestions to meet all needs, as they arise, with
a flexible approach addressing strategic needs according to priority.
15. Other topics
16. Lunch
e Lunch was served and C. Clarke gave a speech on innovation development in the
region that he believed can be done with all the resources available to Indiana
e J. Tanik approached Vicki Thompson and indicated resolving her process
improvement needs within budget is possible by introducing the students in CS
360 and CS 460 to these challenges, thereby also giving students experience,
which was received well as a viable option
e C. Clarke approached J. Tanik and discussed viable joint opportunities in future
e S. Franks approached J. Tanik and requested assistance on website development
at the NIIC
¢ J. Tanik mentioned that an approach to resolve the short-term immediate
needs can be arranged by placing a qualified students in NIIC as
requested, as well as a long-term integrated solution for satisfying
company needs at NIIC by training IPFW students

The meeting was adjourned at 2 p.m. Minutes submitted by J. Tanik



